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Budget and Appropriations Update – President Obama unveiled his eighth 
and final budget request to Congress on February 9. The $4 trillion-plus blueprint 
contains a mix of new and recycled proposals on everything from curing cancer to 
taxing oil transactions. 

A few things to note up front. First, although pundits and politicians deem it fashionable 
to call the president’s budget—any president’s budget—dead-on-arrival, the fact is that 
thousands of line items in the proposal will make their way into law. 

Second, as with any budget, watch out for gimmicks!  And this largely involves 
proposing new mandatory spending for virtually every agency as a way to avoid the 
limitations of the current budget caps.  Mandatory, or automatic, spending falls outside 
of the jurisdiction of the appropriations committees and is viewed harshly by 
appropriators of both parties and fiscal conservatives. Most such proposals in the 
budget allow the Administration to put forth higher numbers but have little to no chance 
of getting enacted by Congress.   

Third, this year’s budget playbook is bipartisan. Sort of. It’s filled with ideas sure to 
appeal to Democrats who want to tout a progressive agenda to voters as well as 
Republicans looking for campaign fodder to take control of the White House. It is 
certainly a political document. 

Politics aside, what’s different this year is a worsening fiscal outlook. 

This year’s budget proposal comes at the end of an era of declining deficits. For the first 
time since the great recession of 2009, the federal budget deficit as a share of the 
economy will rise, according to the newest projections from the Congressional Budget 
Office. CBO estimates that the deficit will balloon to $544 billion, up $105 billion from 
last year, in large part because of a $680 billion tax cut package and spending 
increases enacted in December.  

Following are selected highlights from the budget proposal. Keep in mind that many of 
the proposed increases would incorporate the use of mandatory funds that are unlikely 
to materialize. See the agency budget requests to realize the mix of discretionary and 
mandatory funding for each proposal. 

Education: Support for Early Learning and Higher Education 

 



The administration is proposing $69.4 billion in discretionary spending for the Education 
Department, an increase of roughly $1 billion above the current fiscal year. In addition to 
laying out a blueprint to help states and local governments take the lead in early 
learning, the budget also proposes to make higher education more affordable and boost 
oversight of colleges and universities. 

The president’s budget proposes $15.4 billion, a $450 million increase over the amount 
appropriated in FY2016, for Title I education grants, the department’s largest K-12 grant 
program. It also includes $350 million for Preschool Development Grants, an increase of 
$100 million above the 2016 enacted level. Head Start would receive $9.6 billion, an 
increase of $434 million over the 2016 enacted level. In addition, the budget includes 
$500 million for Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants, which provides 
funds for states and school districts to support student achievement, including programs 
to expand access to science and math courses or boosting the use of technology in the 
classroom. 

The administration’s budget also includes a "Computer Science for All" proposal, 
including $4 billion in mandatory funding over three years for states to increase access 
to K-12 computer science and other science, technology, engineering and math 
coursework. Another $100 million in discretionary funding is also proposed to start the 
effort. 

Higher education 
 
For higher education, the budget calls for improved access to college by simplifying, 
consolidating and better targeting higher education tax benefits. For example, the 
administration is seeking to combine the Lifetime Learning Credit with the American 
Opportunity Tax Credit, which was first enacted as part of a stimulus program and made 
permanent in December. The president's budget would also eliminate tax on student 
loan debt forgiveness, while repealing the complicated student loan interest deduction 
for new borrowers.  

The Pell Grant program, which relies on both discretionary and mandatory funding, 
would see an increase under the budget. Though the maximum grant award for 
students would receive only a small boost of $20, from $5,915 to $5,935, the 
administration is proposing an additional $2 billion for changes to encourage students to 
complete their degrees. The proposed changes would allow students to receive the 
grant year-round and give a $300 bonus award to students who take at least 15 credits 
a semester. 

The budget proposes to continue simplifying the FAFSA application process by 
removing questions about savings, investments and net worth. Untaxed income and 
exclusions from income data that are not reported to the IRS would no longer be 
collected. Anticipating some decreases of aid awards from changes, the budget 
proposes adjustments to the Expected Family Contribution for certain categories of 
applicants. The budget also proposes to streamline the PAYE and related repayment 



plans for student loans. The budget also proposes a modernized Unsubsidized Perkins 
Loan program with the Education Department administering it as a direct loan program 
with institutions continuing to have discretion over award aid to students.  

The budget request continues the President’s proposal for free community college 
education with a $1.2 billion request for mandatory funds to support it. Another 
mandatory funding request for $547 million would support a new College Opportunity 
and Graduation Bonus program to reward colleges that enroll and graduate a 
significant number of low and moderate income students.  

The budget calls for $30 million for a new HBCU and MSI Innovation for Completion 
Fund to support innovative and evidence-based interventions to increase the number of 
students completing degree programs at HBCUs and minority-serving institutions. The 
Aid for Hispanic Serving Institutions program would receive $117.5 million in 
discretionary funding (the same as this year) but also has a proposal for an additional 
$100 million in mandatory funding.  

Federal TRIO and GEAR UP programs would be flat funded. The Institute of Education 
Sciences is slated for an increase of $14 million to a level of $209.3 million in 2017. The 
First in the World program under the FIPSE account, last funded in 2015 at $60 
million, would receive $100 million in the proposal. 

National Science Foundation 

The budget provides $7.96 billion for NSF, of which $7.56 billion is discretionary funding 
and $400 million would be new mandatory funding. The budget provides $512 million to 
support research and education in innovative renewable and alternative energy sources 
for electricity and fuels; the collection, conversion, storage, and distribution of energy 
from diverse power sources; and energy materials, use, and efficiency.  

Another $142 million is focused on understanding the full complexity of the brain in 
action and in context. This encompasses ongoing cognitive science and neuroscience 
research and includes NSF's contribution of $74 million to the Brain Research through 
Advancing Innovation and Neurotechnologies (BRAIN) Initiative.  

The Budget provides $30 million for Innovation Corps to further build, utilize, and 
sustain a national innovation ecosystem that helps researchers effectively identify viable 
market opportunities and augments the development of technologies, products, and 
processes that benefit the Nation.  

Across all agencies, the budget proposes $3 billion in discretionary funding for STEM 
education and another $4 billion in mandatory funding. STEM education activities by 
NSF are slated for a total of $1.2 billion.  

The budget suggests $176 million for advanced manufacturing efforts supported by 
NSF that leverages both disciplinary and topical mechanisms to advance knowledge for 



the production of novel products through processes that depend on the coordination of 
information, automation, computation, networking, or other emerging scientific 
capabilities. 

Health: Cancer 'Moonshot' Drives Funding Increase 

Overall, the president is seeking $82.8 billion in discretionary funding for the 
Department of Health and Human Services in FY2017 – a slight decrease from his 
$83.8 billion request the previous year. Administration officials said cuts in discretionary 
funding were used to offset some of the mandatory funding requests. 

The president’s budget proposes $33.1 billion for NIH, or $1 billion more than the 
FY2016 funding level for the agency. The increase is proposed using mandatory funds. 
(A bipartisan favorite of Congress, NIH last year received an historic $2 billion funding 
boost in the omnibus spending bill.)  

The funding bump would provide about 10,000 new and continuing grants in areas 
including brain research and precision medicine. The National Cancer Institute would 
see a 13 percent increase, to $5.9 billion, to help fund the "moonshot" initiative to cure 
cancer that is being spearheaded by Vice President Biden ($680 million would be from 
mandatory funding.) 

But while Democratic lawmakers applauded the proposal, some research advocates 
were disappointed with decreases in other areas of the research budget, underscoring 
the challenge facing appropriators as different disease and interest groups compete for 
funding. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention would receive a four percent 
decrease, to $6.9 billion. The agency’s 2016 enacted level was $7.2 billion. 

At the same time the new 2017 budget was being rolled out, the administration 
announced that it was making a separate FY2016 supplemental request for $1.8 billion 
in emergency funds to combat the spread of the Zika virus, with the lion’s share going 
to HHS. The request appears to be well received on Capitol Hill. 

In response to concerns over opioid abuse, the budget would direct $1 billion in new 
mandatory funding over two years to enhance treatment, prevention and recovery 
efforts. It provides an extra $559 million across HHS to expand access to medication-
assisted treatment and anti-overdose drugs such as naloxone. A portion of the funding 
would be funneled towards rural areas, where rates of opioid abuse are particularly 
high, according to an agency fact sheet. 

Officials also touted $500 million in mandatory spending for a two-year initiative to 
enhance mental health services, citing statistics showing that less than half of children 
and adults with a diagnosable mental health illness receive the treatment they need. 



Graduate Medical Education 

GME is a multi-billion dollar enterprise, with Medicare alone spending over $10 billion 
annually to subsidize the cost of training medical school graduates. Not surprisingly, in 
an era of tight budgets, the governance and financing of a program this large has 
frequently come under scrutiny, especially in times of tight budgets. Most recently, a 
blue-ribbon panel convened by the prestigious Institute of Medicine proposed a series of 
reforms designed to infuse the GME system with greater transparency, accountability, 
strategic direction and capacity to innovate. 

The President’s budget includes a proposal asking Congress to cut—by 10 percent—
GME indirect cost payments to teaching hospitals. As rationale for the cut, the president 
cites the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission, which found that payments for 
indirect costs “significantly exceed” the actual added patient care costs these hospitals 
incur. If adopted, the change would save nearly $18 billion over the next decade. 

The president also proposed that the HHS Secretary be granted the authority to set 
standards for teaching hospitals so as to encourage resident training in areas of 
emerging need, such as primary care and medication‐assisted treatment of substance 
use disorders, and to emphasize skills that promote high‐quality, high‐value health care. 

Energy: Clean Energy Research Highlighted 

Clean energy R&D gets a $600 million boost in the president’s $32.5 billion budget 
request for the Department of Energy, an area the president has highlighted as a way to 
promote the US as a global leader in the fight against climate change. 

Days before the budget was released, the White House previewed its proposed plan to 
double clean energy funding by 2021 under the Mission Innovation banner, an 
international program from leading carbon emitting nations to boost R&D spending. 

The Office of Science would receive $5.6 billion, an increase of about $200 million 
compared to 2016 levels. About 40% of that goes to universities currently. DOE would 
allocate $350 million in new appropriations to the Advanced Research Projects Agency 
– Energy (ARPA-E), about a $60 million increase from 2016 levels, and the department 
also included an additional $150 million for the program in mandatory spending. $100 
million in mandatory funding is proposed to fund a University Grants program supporting 
competitive, peer-reviewed research proposals. 

DOE’s fiscal 2017 budget request includes $2.9 billion for the Office of Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy, an $800 million increase compared to FY2016. In 
addition, the budget includes $1.3 billion to support “game-changing investments in 
clean transportation infrastructure and technology as part of the 21st Century Clean 
Transportation Plan.” DOE also included a proposal for $4 billion in loan guarantee 
authority to promote projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 



Defense: Opening Bid on Military Spending 

The FY2017 budget proposal for the Pentagon totals $582.7 billion and adheres to the 
spending agreement struck last fall between the president and congressional 
lawmakers. The defense proposal consists of two major pieces: $524 billion for the so-
called base budget, which is capped by law; and another $59 billion for war accounts. 

The total amount of the request is approximately $2 billion more than the current level of 
spending, well below that is necessary to keep pace with inflation. But Congress is 
expected to address that shortfall by adding billions of dollars to the war account. 

Research and development accounts would be increased to $71.8 billion. 

Homeland: Flat Funding in the Face of Growing Threats 

The president’s budget for the Department of Homeland Security would essentially hold 
the agency’s spending level flat in the upcoming fiscal year. The budget request would 
set aside $47.3 billion in discretionary funding for DHS, including $6.7 billion for disaster 
relief. 

Cybersecurity has become an increasingly public concern, particularly following the 
massive breach of the Office of Personnel Management’s network disclosed last June. 
That hack, which disclosed the records of more than 22 million current and former 
federal employees, embarrassed the administration and infuriated members of 
Congress and the public. The White House’s proposal addresses cybersecurity 
concerns, in part by requesting $471 million for the National Cybersecurity Protection 
System to help maintain the EINSTEIN program to protect government networks 
against online threats. 

Those requests are just a sliver of what amounts to a White House proposal for $19 
billion overall in federal funding for cybersecurity in fiscal 2017, which it says would be 
an increase of 35 percent over fiscal 2016 levels. 

Veterans: Boost Sought for Growing Number of Vets 

The Department of Veterans Affairs budget seeks $78.7 billion in discretionary 
spending, or 4.9 percent more than current funding levels, as the ranks of veterans 
returning from the current wars in Iraq and Afghanistan swell. 

The agency also seeks $102.5 billion in mandatory spending for a total of $181.2 billion, 
compared with $162.7 billion in FY2016. 

The fiscal 2017 budget also includes a request for $663 million that will fund medical 
research, including collecting genetic samples and health information from 1 million 
vets over the next five years. The new medical information will help improve the quality 
of care and prevention, the agency said. The agency estimates it will treat seven million 



patients in fiscal 2017 and 7.1 million in fiscal 2018. Veterans who served in the ongoing 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan are estimated to reach 922,664 in fiscal 2017 and 
995,196 the following year, the agency said. 

Demand for mental health services, ranging from primary care visits to more intensive 
treatments, is expected to climb about 3.6 percent to nearly 14 million encounters in 
2017, the agency said. The 2017 budget includes $7 billion to expand mental-health 
care services, including treatments for post-traumatic stress disorder or PTSD and 
military sexual trauma, the agency said. 

To continue addressing homelessness among veterans, the agency is seeking $1.6 
billion. Between 2010 and 2015 veterans going homeless on a single night declined 36 
percent, the agency said in its budget proposal. In fiscal year 2015 alone the agency 
arranged permanent housing for 65,000 veterans and more than 36,000 veterans and 
their families were saved from becoming homeless, it said. 

Below are links to budget documents for key agencies for the SUS.  

National Institutes of Health    
Individual Institutes at NIH  
Center for Disease Control and Prevention   
Health Resources and Services Administration 
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
Office of the National Coordinator 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
Food and Drug Administration 
Health and Human Services 
National Science Foundation   
USDA: Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) 
Office of Science, Department of Energy 
National Institute of Standards and Technology/National Technical Information Service  
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Department of Homeland Security 
Transportation Department 
Education Department 
NASA science request 
Defense Department 
 

Administration seeks emergency Zika funds; appropriators identify 
unspent money 
 
The Obama Administration announced February 8 that it was seeking $1.8 billion in new 
FY 2016 funding through an emergency request to Congress to enhance ongoing Zika 
virus preparedness and response efforts both domestically and internationally. 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKX56giLuGjIkNd6MMR6aEXMEr7NDpKz0N4U17ky616HwiKojYWH89oWgBPhZ_7hjcjnhoUGZDnTzgjI67A9q5qSY23q6G-_kqp8_lyinknA_Ip6frs0Zxd9-OjkaJQiwJ&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKgCyW9aWELg9PbLI7fLFEUgOngUcCKTwjFY40n5MuYVyviBPSvJ7ZqZeG2AO9SP5KFoqH-38SWSUjheqP6JhKIl99cvziRhAAJw7Fp10f4Dpdt_7hXfxHsqEUrdzrAcxUDA6eFmmkkNYM23y9m1UoEg==&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKVCoMtME49sB5nYnTUxQHWHA_ZWID_eU0gNbD-4DNYyyU8bQ-f8KaPzgoKCgB79nEG-C8b12xfX_VGMHRyhEwyka2atGIqWGgDbrOxnRMQ9Ale6h4UCrOOP0KA1UHT6qWfFWAw_NaJ86Q36aiAKd1NP06BIb-Gy79-f78DLstVGcVb0gpnh1wW6w9hEqeF_mm3z7_vGIMMzI=&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKIIraxrBvAbHWaqiARZzRX2ZEqYMmajO5aDRG1_7OBjcX1M4uJy8iQDV-zMXRZ0AVbwDJTomvq9Iqzj6hJarx9jcSNUEFi61mnt3EFXw7HnPmfhZzkPxypZAq5LsA7AOGMQxFFgDLYc_t-U3tlkzELzwY-pLdPP8n&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yK17PvaU2JLWvrsb4d6UHyEpuo50hIEDET_kUIjOk78Rw47FXUvDukiix6RyIeVvO9tRdv7Vewlz5IDmx9IGBSe5tu9gVvCM58dWO3u5vyf2e4AshD04j9y1Am1_SSsXN05i5UIUda7Et800TQe3zvjQss9QCqf9hBraekmmiBSFetXEVNDAdrD99o43To1JEjMbZpMAkN8W78nEjgM_w1CgLxHX1PkdoC&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKcLdtSi5MVKpnp2fk7KiVxsMIRNOoHJ55Y6n1d8cSA7BPYX6gswBJTHOaRQVqtWpZBmcJoERXoI8oteoSLOvs_VBv2mCafpDNO8hdfqfGqiHUqgLua9SGKhdaFsmNdS6NE_xe6caAOBZJKNWu-Sfx0FE9Qbq_g2EzF1O7iPDq4HWxsysSTH6wJQ==&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yKp2RhEcPK_yTcPkU7qEqFG77Ba4TG-NOKlDhJr99PYmRHul_q-Pfjf36CZVzMYNdQpR7D0zonklwEOykl2gOm-yaMVp3ymG8qYGHgJbkpBhHYAqzROAYohOYcpxwGDrMefq-9pjx9sJwoCIcxVh54BWgPEK9STGSll9t0bNkSn9OjWXlbW_olkX37bBXVJNmOWR2ACAIpv3A=&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011DHmCT_hEyfVvSrO4cM97YG3x1ZJYllMmiz1WkdJhgn6kFSC8VAS1gAeef05Z4yK7uaToLeTtuB005FNY2NTgeW8mwVh4euJsgANo2FniRaIBEH68ggxuOcyxH1vnNK4t850lPsEKslucmYwA-ErDQsL-3tBXObxDqDfdMIxTdUAea1qTMMV7d_hWfE0MeQAdU-_kyPO2mz3r-Kl7sKVaE7-UOisd5Hs42QCfjpwT21lr-4VAUaYgNuA7GGSW1IBpEMjFP1XjTolf_kyaHgZsw==&c=vN0_cnnb3IqzTO_OM5KcKsaB5aeVpLn2yNAXVrvG3pxc8pj6JdbalQ==&ch=gLBZBOAYzPu4cfrFE639iULq9j8tZKUkkmw-8_ldRBU-be3JTWMQ-w==
http://www.hhs.gov/about/budget/fy2017/budget-in-brief/index.html#budget
http://www.nsf.gov/about/budget/fy2017/index.jsp
http://nifa.usda.gov/program/agriculture-and-food-research-initiative-afri
http://science.energy.gov/%7E/media/budget/pdf/sc-budget-request-to-congress/fy-2017/FY_2017_SC_Congressional_Overview.pdf
http://www.osec.doc.gov/bmi/budget/FY17CBJ/NIST%20FY%202017%20CBJ%20508.pdf
http://www.osec.doc.gov/bmi/budget/FY17CBJ/NOAA%20FY17%20CJ.pdf
http://www.dhs.gov/publication/fy-2017-budget-brief
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/DOT_BH2017_508%5B2%5D.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/budget17/index.html
http://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/atoms/files/fy_2017_budget_mission_directorate_fact_sheets.pdf
http://comptroller.defense.gov/budgetmaterials.aspx


While agreeing on the need for an urgent response, House Appropriators pushed back 
on February 18 during a hearing on the request. Committee leaders have identified  
$1.4 billion in unobligated Ebola funds at the Department of Health and Human Services 
as of Dec. 31, 2015, and another unspent $1.3 billion in Ebola funds at the U.S. Agency 
for International Development and the Department of State. Previously, House speaker 
Ryan had said he supports aggressive action on Zika but that any emergency spending 
would have to be offset by cuts elsewhere.  

Committee Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY) wrote to the Office of Management and 
Budget Feb. 18 saying, “If the aim of the request is to mount as rapid a response as 
possible, it is clear to us that the most expeditious way to identify the needed funding is 
to maximize the use of unobligated funds previously provided for Ebola response, 
prevention, and preparedness. These funds can and should be prioritized to meet the 
most pressing needs of mounting a rapid and full response to Zika.” 

Democrats on the committee shot back in a statement. “The threat of Ebola is not over. 
The majority’s suggestion to shift unobligated Ebola funds to confront Zika would rob 
Peter to pay Paul, and it would increase health risks both at home and abroad,” said 
Appropriations Committee ranking member Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.) and Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro (D-Conn.), ranking member on the Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education Subcommittee in a joint statement. “It is penny wise and pound foolish to tell 
our public health professionals they can be prepared to respond to only one life-
threatening pandemic at a time.” 

White House proposal 
 
The White House plan would cover the following and presumably if money is eventually 
reprogrammed these activities would be supported: 
  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention - $828 million.  The request includes 
funding to support prevention and response strategies through the following activities: 

• Support Zika virus readiness and response capacity in States and territories with 
mosquito populations that are known to transmit Zika virus, with a priority focus 
on areas with ongoing Zika transmission; 

• Enhance mosquito control programs through enhanced laboratory, epidemiology 
and surveillance capacity in at-risk areas to reduce the opportunities for Zika 
transmission; 

• Establish rapid response teams to limit potential clusters of Zika virus in the 
United States;  

• Improve laboratory capacity and infrastructure to test for Zika virus and other 
infectious diseases; 

• Implement surveillance efforts to track Zika virus in communities and in 
mosquitoes; 

• Deploy targeted prevention and education strategies with key populations, 
including pregnant women, their partners, and health care professionals; 



• Expand the CDC Pregnancy Risk Assessment Monitoring System, improve 
Guillain Barré syndrome tracking, and ensure the ability of birth defect registries 
across the country to detect risks related to Zika; 

• Increase research into the link between Zika virus infections and the birth defect 
microcephaly and measure changes in incidence rates over time; 

• Enhance international capacity for virus surveillance, expand the Field 
Epidemiology Training program, laboratory testing, health care provider training, 
and vector surveillance and control in countries at highest risk of Zika virus 
outbreaks; and 

• Improve diagnostics for Zika virus, including advanced methods to refine tests, 
and support advanced developments for vector control.  

 
NIH and FDA -- Vaccine Research and Diagnostic Development & Procurement – The 
request includes $200 million for research, rapid advanced development and 
commercialization of new vaccines and diagnostic tests for Zika virus. It includes 
funding for the National Institutes of Health to build upon existing resources and work to 
develop a vaccine for Zika virus and the chikungunya virus, which is spread by the 
same type of mosquito.  Funding will accelerate this work and improve scientific 
understanding of the disease to inform the development of additional tools to combat it. 
The request also includes resources for the Food and Drug Administration to support 
Zika virus medical product development including the next generation diagnostic 
devices. 
 
Other HHS Response Activities – $210 million.  The request includes funding to 
establish a new Urgent and Emerging Threat Fund to address Zika virus and other 
outbreaks.  This funding would be available to support emerging needs related to Zika, 
including additional support to States for emerging public health response needs should 
mosquito populations known to be potential Zika carriers migrate to additional States. 
 
In addition, the request includes funding to support Puerto Rico’s community health 
centers in preventing, screening, and treating the Zika virus, expand home visiting 
services targeting low-income pregnant women at risk of Zika virus, and provide 
targeted maternal and child health.  
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services – $250 million. The request seeks a 
temporary one-year increase in Puerto Rico’s Medicaid Federal Medical Assistance 
Percentage (FMAP) to provide an estimated $250 million in additional Federal 
assistance to support health services for pregnant women at risk of infection or 
diagnosed with Zika virus and for children with microcephaly, and other health care 
costs.  Puerto Rico is experiencing ongoing active transmission of Zika. Unlike States, 
Puerto Rico’s Medicaid funding is capped, which has limited capacity to respond to 
these emergent and growing health needs. 
 
U.S. Agency for International Development - $335 million 
The request includes investments to support affected countries’ ability to control 
mosquitoes and the transmission of the virus; support maternal health; expand public 



education on prevention and response; and create new incentives for the development 
of vaccines and diagnostics.  The request would also provide flexibility in the use of 
remaining USAID Ebola funds.  Activities would focus particularly on South America, 
Central America, the Caribbean, and would: 

• Implement integrated vector management activities in countries at-risk of Zika 
virus; 

• Stimulate private sector research and development of vaccines, diagnostics, and 
vector control innovations through public private partnerships and mechanisms to 
provide incentives such as advance market commitments or volume guarantees; 

• Support training of health care workers in affected countries, including providing 
information about best practices for supporting children with microcephaly;  

• Support for pregnant women’s health, including helping them access repellant to 
protect against mosquitos. 

• Establish education campaigns to empower communities in affected countries to 
take actions to protect themselves from Zika Virus as well as other mosquito-
borne diseases; and 

• Issue a Global Health Security Grand Challenge calling for groundbreaking 
innovations in diagnostics, vector control, personal protection, community 
engagement and surveillance for Zika and other infectious diseases. 

 
U.S. Department of State - $41 million 
The funding request includes support for U.S. citizens in affected countries, medical 
support for State Department employees in affected countries, public diplomacy, 
communications, and other operations activities.  State would also support the World 
Health Organization and its regional arm, the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO), to minimize the Zika threat in affected countries while reducing the risk of 
further spreading the virus.  These resources will support critical public health actions 
underway, including preparedness, surveillance, data collection, and risk 
communication.  Activities would also include support for UNICEF’s Zika response 
efforts in Brazil; activities to bolster diagnostic capabilities through deployment of 
equipment and specialized training. 
 
 
Rep. Clawson introduces Zika legislation 
 
Congressman Curt Clawson (R-FL) introduced a legislative package February 12 aimed 
at reducing the spread of the Zika virus in the United States. 
  
With three individual bills, Clawson’s legislation would attack the health hazard on 
multiple levels from prevention, to ensure that the disease does not become prevalent in 
the United States, to ensuring that localities are prepared to deal with any instances of 
outbreak as they arise. 
Clawson’s three bills would: 

• HR 4563 -- Provide a 10% tax credit for qualified research and development 
costs incurred by any company developing a vaccine for the Zika virus.  



• HR 4562 -- Reauthorize a $200 million a year grant program for 5 years to fight 
against mosquito-borne diseases, allowing states to use it in mosquito control 
programs in order to conduct assessments and to prevent and control mosquito-
borne diseases.  

• HR 4561 -- Authorize the use of excess HHS Ebola funds for Zika response and 
preparedness. While the funds could still be used for Ebola as necessary, this bill 
would expand the availability of the funds to also be used in the fight against 
Zika.  

Clawson, a dengue fever survivor of an Aedes aegypti mosquito bite on a work trip 
overseas, made the following statement following the bills’ introductions: 
“The explosive spread of this mosquito-borne virus, exacerbated by a lack of vaccines 
and reliable diagnostic tests, must be curbed utilizing every tool at our disposal in a 
coordinated international response.  Given the tropical nature of Southwest Florida’s 
Gulf Coast, my district is highly susceptible to an outbreak, with 18 travel-related cases 
already reported in the state of Florida.  The Aedes aegypti species of mosquito, the 
main carrier of the virus, is widely found in Florida.  The Zika virus is sneaking up on us 
and we’re not paying enough attention.  If we deal with it prior to an outbreak we will be 
much better off.” 
 
On February 1, 2016, the World Health Organization declared a “public health 
emergency of international concern” over the rapid spread of the Zika virus. The Aedes 
aegypti species of mosquito, which is the predominate carrier of the Zika virus, also 
spreads Dengue fever and Chikungunya, making it an even more formidable threat to 
public health. More than 30 countries and territories have reported local cases of the 
Zika virus, which, when contracted by pregnant women, is thought to be the cause of a 
birth defect characterized by an unusually small head and developmental problems. 
 

Several Zika hearings held   
A number of concurrent efforts in Washington have focused on addressing the national 
response to the Zika outbreak.  At several hearings over the past few weeks, legislators 
have had the opportunity to question high-level representatives from across a number of 
agencies about the United States’ response to this emerging public health threat, the 
impact of Zika on family planning and reproductive health, the risk for local and sexual 
transmission within the continental United States, and a number of other issues. 

On February 11, the Senate Appropriations’ Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education Subcommittee held a hearing on emerging health threats and the Zika 
supplemental funding request.  Witnesses at this hearing were Anthony Fauci, Director 
of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (NIAID), and Tom Frieden, 
Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  Dr. Frieden noted 
that the $828 million requested for CDC funding would be spent on prevention, 
detection, and response efforts.  Dr. Frieden reiterated the Centers’ assertion that the 
remaining Ebola funds have already been committed and are necessary to create a 



reliable infrastructure in order to continue responding to Ebola and other emerging 
diseases.  The hearing can be viewed here. 

On February 24, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee 
held a hearing on addressing the public health threat of the Zika virus.  Witnesses at 
this hearing were Anne Schuchat, Principal Deputy Director of the CDC, Anthony Fauci, 
and Robin Robinson, Director of the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority (BARDA).   

Senators at this hearing had a number of questions related to drugs and vaccines in the 
pipeline, to the nature of the scientific link between Zika and microcephaly and Guillain-
Barre Syndrome, to the lifespan of the virus, and to local and sexual transmission of 
Zika.   

Dr. Fauci noted that the Institute is optimistic about a number of potential vaccines in 
the pipeline, and stressed that these vaccines are only available because of previous 
investments in global health.  Dr. Schuchat noted that evidence of the link between Zika 
and microcephaly is increasing every day.  Additionally, Dr. Fauci and Dr. Schuchat 
indicated that they do not expect an epidemic of local transmission of Zika in the 
continental United States, and that many of the cases in the United States will likely be 
linked to travel and, potentially, to sexual transmission.  Overall, a major concern is 
simply the lack of data and information currently available.  The hearing can be viewed 
here. 

New Zika legislation 

Besides the Clawson legislative proposals, a number of other bills in the pipeline would 
address the Zika response, including the Adding Zika Virus to the FDA Priority Review 
Voucher Program Act (S.2512).  This bill, co-sponsored by Senator Al Franken (D-MN), 
Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA), and Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL), would add Zika virus 
to a list of tropical diseases under the priority review voucher program, incentivizing the 
development of therapeutics for Zika.  

HELP Committee Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) noted in his remarks during the 
Committee’s Zika hearing that this bill will be reviewed by the Committee on March 9 as 
part of the Senate’s efforts to draft a companion to the House’s 21st Century Cures 
legislation, aimed at accelerating innovation in science and healthcare.  

 

Rep. Buchanan challenges VA on delays in implementing vet ID card 
process 
The Veterans Identification Card Act, calling for all veterans to receive ID cards with the 
purpose of preventing identity theft, will not be implemented until 2017, VA officials 
announced this month. The law drafted by Rep. Vern Buchanan (R-FL) was 
unanimously passed by both houses of Congress last year and was enacted on July 20, 
2015.  

http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/labor-health-and-human-services-and-education-hearing-on-emerging-health-threats-and-the-zika-supplemental-funding-request
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/zika-virus-addressing-the-growing-public-health-threat
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/congress/article27963277.html


Rep. Vern Buchanan has expressed his frustration over the time it has taken to 
implement this law. In a recent letter to Veterans Affairs Secretary Bob McDonald, 
Buchanan wrote, “The VA needs to pick up the pace and move faster on issuing 
identification cards to any veteran who wants one.” Rep. Buchanan urged the 
Department to accelerate the process of issuing ID cards to millions of veterans, 
insisting the cards will be imperative to decreasing identity theft and increasing 
convenience.  

Currently, veterans are required to carry their official service records, known as DD-
214 forms, to document their military service. This poses a serious risk for veterans 
because DD-214 official forms contain their Social Security numbers and other sensitive 
personal information, which increases their chances of being victims of identity theft 
crimes. In fact, the Federal Trade Commission reports that veterans are twice as likely 
to suffer from identity theft than the general public.  

Buchanan (R-FL) has also requested that the VA department provide Congress with a 
report indicating its progress on the issuance of the cards, the information on meetings 
of the ID card task force, and a timeline for rules for the process. 

In response to Buchanan’s demands, VA officials released a statement saying that 
implementing the law and issuing the veteran ID cards is a “lengthy process that 
requires time for a public comment period, as well as approval from the Office of 
Management and Budget.” According to VA officials, they have already begun drafting 
regulations, and the program is expected to be implemented in 2017.  

The Veterans Identification Card Act establishes specific restrictions for those veterans 
who want to obtain the new IDs. The new cards would not allow the holders to access 
benefits through the VA, nor would they provide access to military installations. Also, the 
cards will not be free; veterans will have to pay a small fee to obtain them.  

 
 
Student aid enforcement unit formed by Education Department 
 
The Department of Education announced creation of a new Student Aid Enforcement 
Unit February 8 to “respond more quickly and efficiently to allegations of illegal actions 
by higher education institutions.” 
  
The Enforcement Unit will be led by Robert Kaye, a top enforcement attorneys - most 
recently at the Federal Trade Commission as the Bureau of Consumer Protection's 
Chief Litigation Counsel and as a manager in the Bureau's Division of Enforcement. 
 
Kaye will report to Jim Runcie, Chief Operating Officer of the Office of Federal Student 
Aid (FSA), under the oversight of the Under Secretary Ted Mitchell. The Chief 
Enforcement Officer will work closely with James Cole Jr., General Counsel, Delegated 
the Duties of Deputy Secretary, to establish policies and practices. 
 

http://www.dd214.us/
http://www.dd214.us/
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/congress/article27963277.html


As part of the 2017 budget, the President is requesting $13.6 million in additional funds 
to strengthen FSA's enforcement and oversight activities. The office will work with 
closely with federal and state agencies to investigate and bring actions intended to 
protect students and taxpayers. The Enforcement Unit will consist of the following four 
divisions: 

• Investigations Group — to identify potential misconduct or high-risk activity 
among higher education institutions and protect federal funding. 

• Borrower Defense Group —to provide legal analysis, support and advice 
concerning claims of borrowers of Direct Loans. The unit will analyze claims to 
make determinations of injury, investigate institutions in connection with borrower 
defense claims and coordinate with federal and state agencies regarding those 
claims. 

• The Administrative Actions And Appeals Service Group (AAASG) --to 
impose administrative actions such as Emergency, Termination, Limitation, 
Suspension or Fine actions. This group will continue to resolves appeals by 
program participants from final audit and final program review determinations, 
initiate debarment and suspension actions, and issue school revocation and 
denials of re-certification. 

• Clery Group — to ensure institutions comply with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of 
Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act, requiring colleges and 
universities participating in federal financial aid programs to disclose campus 
crime statistics and security information. 

The new unit will collaborate with, and incorporate evidence gathered in investigations 
by, partner state and federal agencies, in building cases against institutions of higher 
education. The unit will also collaborate with the Program Compliance Unit regarding 
evidence which may impact ongoing program compliance reviews. Moreover, the new 
Investigations Group will utilize a broad set of interventions and tools, including 
subpoena authority, document demands, and interrogatories and interviews to enforce 
against violations of federal law. 
 
 

Administration releases cybersecurity plans  
The Administration released two cybersecurity planning documents February 9 -- 
the Cybersecurity National Action Plan (CNAP), and the 2016 Federal Cybersecurity 
Research and Development Strategic Plan – making various proposals and taking 
certain steps to strengthen cybersecurity. 

The CNAP proposes a $3.1 billion Information Technology Modernization Fund, a 
request linked to the Fiscal 2017 budget request. The funding would allow agencies to 
modernize outdated information technology infrastructure, networks, and systems. In 
conjunction with the plan, the Administration has created a new position of Federal 
Chief Information Security Officer to direct and manage cybersecurity policy planning 
and implementation across federal government agencies. The Administration is also 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/about/data-center/school/clery-act
http://studentaid.ed.gov/about/data-center/school/clery-act
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/09/fact-sheet-cybersecurity-national-action-plan
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/documents/2016_Federal_Cybersecurity_Research_and_Development_Stratgeic_Plan.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/documents/2016_Federal_Cybersecurity_Research_and_Development_Stratgeic_Plan.pdf


increasing the number of Federal civilian cyber defense teams in the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The CNAP is designed to enhance critical Infrastructure security and resilience through 
the Department of Homeland Security, the Department of Commerce, and the 
Department of Energy. These agencies are providing resources to establish a National 
Center for Cybersecurity Resilience where the public and private sector could use a 
new platform to test the security of their systems in a controlled environment. 

Educational institutions play an essential role in the implementation of the Cybersecurity 
National Action Plan. The National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education, would invest 
$62 million in the 2017 budget for new personnel to enhance cybersecurity. This 
investment would cover the education and training nationwide of new cybersecurity 
personnel by expanding the Scholarship for Service program and establishing a 
CyberCorps Reserve program. This program would offer scholarships for those wishing 
to obtain cybersecurity education and subsequently work as civilians in the government.   

The National Initiative for Cybersecurity Education also aims to develop a Cybersecurity 
Core Curriculum that would assure graduates obtain the necessary knowledge and 
skills required to work in the federal government. The plan would strengthen 
the National Centers for Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity Program by increasing 
its funding and better supporting the participating academic institutions and students 
researching cybersecurity strategies. The initiative would expand student loan 
forgiveness programs for cybersecurity experts who join the Federal workforce.  

As part of the effort, the President is establishing the Commission on Enhancing 
National Cybersecurity, comprised of top strategic, business, and technical experts 
from outside of Government – including members to be designated by the bi-partisan 
Congressional leadership. The Commission is tasked with making detailed 
recommendations on actions that can be taken over the next decade to enhance 
cybersecurity awareness and protections throughout the private sector and at all 
levels of Government. The National Institute of Standards and Technology will provide 
the Commission with support to allow it to carry out its mission. The Commission will 
report to the President with its specific findings and recommendations before the end 
of 2016. 

The CNAP implements the 2016 Federal Cybersecurity Research and Development 
Strategic Plan, which details strategic research and development goals to fortify 
cybersecurity technologies. It aims to deter, reduce, and disrupt criminal cyberspace 
activity such as intellectual property theft through bilateral and multilateral commitments 
with other countries. This plan expands funding for cybersecurity-related activities by 
more than 23 percent. For more information, click here. 

 

 

https://niccs.us-cert.gov/education/national-centers-academic-excellence-cae
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/02/08/national-challenges-and-goals-cybersecurity-science-and-technology
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/02/08/national-challenges-and-goals-cybersecurity-science-and-technology
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/02/09/fact-sheet-cybersecurity-national-action-plan


New bill would reinstate subsidized Stafford loans for graduate 
students  
Representative Judy Chu (D-CA) recently introduced legislation to reinstate Federal 
Direct Stafford Loans for graduate and professional students. The Protecting Our 
Students by Terminating Graduate Rates that Add to Debt Act (POST GRAD Act, HR 
4223) currently has 15 co-sponsors.   

Graduate and professional students lost access to Federal Direct Subsidized Loans 
under the Budget Control Act of 2011. Federal Direct Subsidized Loans, which allow 
students a respite from accruing interest during the length of their education, are 
currently only available to undergraduate students.  

The POST GRAD Act, which would reverse the provision which shifted eligibility for 
Federal Direct Stafford Loans, has been endorsed by a number of University systems 
and trade associations, including the Association of American Universities, the 
American Association of Medical Colleges, the Association of Public Land-Grant 
Universities, the American Council on Education, the National Education Association, 
and the University of California. The full text of the bill can be read here. 

 
Highlights of competitive grant opportunities at federal agencies 
 
Agency: U.S. Air Force Academy 

Department of Aeronautics 
Program: Propulsion Research in the USAFA Department of Aeronautics 
Description: The United States Air Force Academy is soliciting white papers/proposals 

focused on research in aeronautical propulsion technologies. Proposers 
must have an extensive background in experimental propulsion topics, 
and expect to make extensive use of USAFA’s operating gas turbine 
engines, including an F-109 turbofan, several internal combustion engines 
for fuels and flow quality investigations, as well as a cascade wind tunnel 
and other wind tunnels with maximum speeds up to Mach 0.5. Specialty in 
propulsion topics of value to Air Force interests is essential, and 
publication in technical journals is a premier goal of the effort.  

Due Date: 3/10/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $650,000 Award Ceiling: $650,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281467 

 

Agency: U.S Department of Defense 
Dept. of the Army -- USAMRAA 

https://www.congress.gov/114/bills/hr4223/BILLS-114hr4223ih.pdf
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281467


Program: Bone Marrow Failure Idea Development Award 
Description: The BMFRP Idea Development Award is intended to support innovative 

ideas and high-impact approaches based on scientifically sound evidence 
to move toward the BMFRP vision of understanding and curing BMF 
syndromes. This award mechanism is designed to support new ideas. 
Proposed research studies should have a high probability of revealing new 
avenues of investigation. Research projects should include a well-
formulated, testable hypothesis based on strong scientific rationale and a 
developed and well-articulated research approach. Personnel on the 
proposed team should have a strong background in BMF research. This 
funding opportunity is open to established and early career investigators. 

Due Date: 7/13/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $2,520,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281487 

 

Agency: U.S Department of Education 
Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE) 

Program: Educational Opportunity Centers 
Description: The purposes of the EOC Program are to: provide information regarding 

financial and academic assistance available for qualified adults who want 
to enter or continue to pursue a program of postsecondary education; 
provide assistance to those individuals in applying for admission to 
institutions at which a program of postsecondary education is offered, 
including preparing necessary applications for use by admissions and 
financial aid officers; and assist in improving the financial and economic 
literacy of program participants. An Educational Opportunity Centers 
project must meet the requirements indicated in the full program 
description.  

Due Date: 4/4/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $54,296,053 Award Ceiling: $236,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281276 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Energy 
National Energy Technology Laboratory 

Program: Support of Fossil Energy Research at U.S. Colleges and Universities 
including University Coal Research (UCR) and Research by Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities and Other Minority Institutions 
(HBCU/OMI) 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281487
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281276


Description: This announcement is for the solicitation of applications from U.S. 
Colleges and Universities for Fossil Energy Research. It encompasses 
two distinct programs with their own dedicated funding: the University Coal 
Research (UCR) program; and the Historically Black Colleges & 
Universities and Other Minority Institutions (HBCU/OMI) program. Both 
programs seek to educate the next generation of scientists and engineers 
while advancing the frontiers of fossil energy science and technology. The 
HBCU/OMI program has the additional goal of increasing the participation 
of under-represented populations of students in such research. 

Due Date: 3/18/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $2,900,000 Award Ceiling: $2,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281248 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Science 

Program: Computational Materials Sciences 
Description: The Office of Basic Energy Sciences (BES) announces its interest in 

receiving applications in Computational Materials Sciences proposing 
integrated, multidisciplinary teams that will perform research to develop 
validated community codes and data bases for predictive design of 
functional materials, excluding structural materials. Computational 
Materials Sciences Teams could also involve new approaches to enhance 
the use of large data sets derived from advanced characterization of 
materials, materials synthesis, processing, and properties assessments 
and the parallel data that are generated by large scale computational 
efforts that model materials phenomena. Computational Materials 
Sciences will support the Materials Genome Initiative for Global 
Competitiveness (MGI) that was announced by the President in June 
2011. The goal of the MGI is to reduce the time from discovery to 
deployment of new materials by a factor of two and is tied to advancement 
of American manufacturing capability. This funding opportunity continues 
the BES commitment to the MGI and the development of open source 
codes that can take full advantage of today’s petascale and future 
exascale leadership computing facilities. 

Due Date: 4/25/2016 

Funding: Total Funding: $4,000,000 Award Ceiling: $2,500,000 Award Floor: 
$1,500,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281356 

 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281248
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281356


Agency: U.S. Department of Energy 
Office of Science 

Program: Energy Frontier Research Centers 
Description: The Department of Energy’s (DOE) Office of Basic Energy Sciences 

(BES) announces its interest in receiving applications for new Energy 
Frontier Research Centers (EFRCs) in scientific research areas relevant 
to the Department’s environmental management mission and aligned with 
the BES core research areas in materials and chemical sciences. More 
specifically, BES solicits applications in two topical areas: 1) novel and 
innovative methods for characterization, transformation, and separation of 
nuclear waste; and 2) new materials for long-term storage of nuclear 
waste, including waste forms. Research related to contaminant fate and 
transport in subsurface geological environments is outside the scope of 
this FOA. The goal of this FOA is to initiate new multi-investigator, multi-
disciplinary EFRCs aimed at accelerating scientific breakthroughs in areas 
that will be likely to have a dramatic impact on the cost and efficacy of 
future technologies for nuclear waste cleanup and storage. 

Due Date: 4/19/2016 

Funding: Total Funding: $10,000,000 Award Ceiling: $4,000,000 Award Floor: 
$2,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281395 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: The Neural Mechanisms of Integrated Emotional and Social 
Representation (R01) 

Description: This announcement encourages grant applications that incorporate a 
multi-dimensional perspective into studies of the neural mechanisms 
underlying emotional and/or social representations. The ability to integrate 
a broad array of emotional and social cues is impaired in many mental 
disorders, yet the neural mechanisms underlying these processes are not 
well understood. This FOA encourages investigators to take on the 
challenge of investigating how diverse multi-dimensional emotional and/or 
social cues are represented across integrated and temporally dynamic 
brain circuits.This FOA solicits applications that incorporate innovative 
approaches designed to move affective and social neuroscience beyond 
single region-based, modular, and/or static models of brain function and 
behavior. 

Due Date: 6/3/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $3,000,000 Award Ceiling: $500,000 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281395


Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281185 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Initiative to Maximize Research Education in Genomics: Courses for Skills 
Development (R25) 

Description: The NIH Research Education Program (R25) supports research 
educational activities that complement other formal training programs in 
the mission areas of the NIH Institutes and Centers. The over-arching 
goals of the NIH R25 program are to: (1) complement and/or enhance the 
training of a workforce to meet the nation’s biomedical, behavioral and 
clinical research needs; (2) enhance the diversity of the biomedical, 
behavioral and clinical research workforce; (3) help recruit individuals with 
specific specialty or disciplinary backgrounds to research careers in 
biomedical, behavioral and clinical sciences; and (4) foster a better 
understanding of biomedical, behavioral and clinical research and its 
implications. The over-arching goal of this  NHGRI  R25 program is to 
support educational activities that     complement and/or enhance the 
training of a workforce to meet the nation’s biomedical, behavioral and 
clinical research needs by supporting short, advanced level courses that 
are intended to disseminate new techniques, methods, and analyses 
related to the mission of the NHGRI. 

Due Date: 1/25/2019 

Funding: The nature and scope of proposed courses will vary from application to 
application,  therefore, it is anticipated that the size and duration of each 
award will also vary. 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281168 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: The Neural Mechanisms of Multi-Dimensional Emotional and Social 
Representation (R21) 

Description: This announcement encourages grant applications that incorporate a 
multi-dimensional perspective into studies of the neural mechanisms 
underlying emotional and/or social representations. The ability to integrate 
a broad array of emotional and social cues is impaired in many mental 
disorders, yet the neural mechanisms underlying these processes are not 
well understood. This FOA encourages investigators to take on the 
challenge of investigating how diverse multi-dimensional emotional and/or 
social cues are represented across integrated and temporally dynamic 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281185
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281168


brain circuits. This FOA solicits applications that incorporate innovative 
approaches designed to move affective and social neuroscience beyond 
single region-based, modular, and/or static models of brain function and 
behavior. 

Due Date: 6/3/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $3,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281186 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Mechanistic Basis of Diffuse White Matter Disease in Vascular 
Contributions to Cognitive Impairment and Dementia (VCID) (R01) 

Description: The purpose of this announcement is to support hypothesis-testing 
research to elucidate cellular and molecular mechanisms that underlie 
diffuse white matter disease of vascular origin including multifocal, small, 
and silent brain infarcts that may contribute to cognitive impairment and 
dementia. This FOA specifically promotes research utilizing methods that 
can address mechanisms of pathological events in vessels and tissue that 
were previously poorly accessible and therefore may not have been as 
well studied, such as periventricular white matter, basal ganglia, 
brainstem, deep cerebellum or subcortical white matter. Applications may 
use (or further develop) state of the art and emergent technologies that 
are poised to advance mechanistic understanding of diffuse white matter 
disease in VCID. Accordingly, new tools, some developed as part of the 
BRAIN Initiative, may be useful to approach the scientific questions posed 
by this FOA. 

Due Date: 4/19/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $1,300,000 Award Ceiling: $500,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281327 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Environmental Health Sciences Core Centers (EHS CC) (P30) 
Description: This announcement invites grant applications for Environmental Health 

Sciences Core Centers (EHS CC).As intellectual hubs for environmental 
health research, the EHS CC is expected to be the thought leaders for the 
field and advance the goals of the NIEHS Strategic Plan 
(http://www.niehs.nih.gov/about/strategicplan/). The Core Centers provide 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281186
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281327


critical research infrastructure, shared facilities, services and /or 
resources, to groups of investigators conducting environmental health 
sciences research.An EHS CC enables researchers to conduct their 
independently-funded individual and/or collaborative research projects 
more efficiently and/or more effectively. The broad overall goal of an EHS 
CC is to identify and capitalize on emerging issues that advance improving 
the understanding of the relationships among environmental exposures, 
humanbiology, and disease.The EHS CC supports community 
engagement and translational research as key approaches to improving 
public health. 

Due Date: 5/6/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $6,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281295 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Improvement of Animal Models for Stem Cell-Based Regenerative 
Medicine (R21) 

Description: This FOA encourages Exploratory/Developmental Research grant (R21) 
applications from institutions and organizations proposing research aimed 
at characterizing animal stem cells and improving existing, and creating 
new, animal models for human disease conditions.The intent of this 
initiative is to facilitate the use of stem cell-based therapies for 
regenerative medicine. The initiative focuses on the following areas: 1) 
comparative analysis of animal and human stem cells to provide 
information for selection of the most predictive and informative model 
systems; 2) development of new technologies for stem cell 
characterization and transplantation; and 3) improvement of animal 
disease models for stem cell-based therapeutic applications. 

Due Date: 5/7/2019 

Funding: Award Ceiling: $200,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281435 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Improvement of Animal Models for Stem Cell-Based Regenerative 
Medicine (R01) 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281295
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281435


Description: This FOA encourages Research Project Grant (R01) applications from 
institutions and organizations proposing research aimed at characterizing 
animal stem cells and improving existing, and creating new, animal 
models for human disease conditions.The intent of this initiative is to 
facilitate the use of stem cell-based therapies for regenerative medicine. 
The initiative focuses on the following areas: 1) comparative analysis of 
animal and human stem cells to provide information for selection of the 
most predictive and informative model systems; 2) development of new 
technologies for stem cell characterization and transplantation; and 3) 
improvement of animal disease models for stem cell-based therapeutic 
applications. 

Due Date: 5/7/2019 

Funding: Application budgets are not limited, but need to reflect actual needs of the 
proposed project. 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281434 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
National Institutes of Health 

Program: Targets of Low Dose Alcohol in the Brain (R21) 
Description: This announcement solicits research grant applications that define 

molecular and cellular targets mediating alcohol effects at concentrations 
of 10 mM and below. It has been well established that alcohol at relatively 
high concentrations modulate a variety of receptors and ion channels, 
intracellular signaling cascades, and gene expression in the brain. 
Significant knowledge gaps, however, remain in understanding how the 
brain responds to low doses of alcohol and what molecular targets 
mediate alcohol action at concentrations below 10 mM. The purpose of 
this FOA is to support research efforts to identify targets mediating effects 
of low-dose alcohol at molecular, cellular, and circuit levels. 

Due Date: 04/21/2016 

Funding: Award Ceiling: $200,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281320 

 
Agency: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

National Institutes of Health 
Program: NLM Institutional Grants for Research Training in Biomedical Informatics 

and Data Science (T15) 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281434
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281320


Description: This announcement invites training grant applications for support of 
predoctoral and postdoctoral training for research careers in biomedical 
informatics and data science. Applications may be for the creation of 
entirely new programs or for the renewal of active NLM T15 training 
grants. Such training helps meet the growing need for investigators trained 
in biomedical computing, data science and related information fields as 
they directly relate to application domains in health and biomedicine, 
including health care delivery, basic biomedical research, clinical and 
translational research, public health and similar areas. 

Due Date: 04/18/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $14,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281591 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Program: Wildlife Without Borders – Latin America and the Caribbean (South 
America) 

Description: Program Goal: Conserve priority species, habitats and ecological 
processes across landscapes with high biodiversity value in South 
America. Program Objectives: • Reduce the underlying threats and 
address the human elements of biodiversity conservation by supporting 
the implementation of on the ground projects. • Conserve flora and fauna 
by strengthening the ability of local institutions, decision makers and civil 
society to deliver enduring conservation actions. • Maximize conservation 
impact by developing strategic partnerships with key stakeholders at the 
local, national, regional and international levels. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) funding will be considered for projects that take place in 
the countries and regions under Geographic Eligibility and that address 
the priority threats described under Programmatic Funding Priorities, 
described below. Each funding priority also identifies factors that, in 
USFWS experience, are basic requirements (also known as prerequisites 
or enabling conditions) for projects to effectively implement proposed 
activities. Applicants should address these factors in the proposal’s 
Statement of Need. Proposed activities should identify specific 
conservation actions that have a high likelihood of creating durable 
benefits. Project activities that emphasize data collection and status 
assessment should describe a direct link to management action, and 
explain how lack of information has been a key limiting factor for 
management action in the past. 

Due Date: 5/2/2016 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281591


Funding: Total Program Funding: $500,000 Award Ceiling: $100,000 Award Floor: 
$20,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281179 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Program: Fiscal Year 2016 Candidate Conservation Action Funds 
Description: This opportunity provides funds to accomplish high priority conservation 

tasks for high priority, FWS-managed, candidate and at-risk species in the 
United States (based on our annual Candidate Species Assessments), 
such that known threats to the species may be reduced or eliminated. 
Projects for NMFS-managed species are not included in this funding 
opportunity. Projects carrying out actions addressing threats described in 
a species’ annual Candidate Species Assessment or in a spotlight species 
action plan, or projects documenting species’ response to climate change 
are especially important. For example: securing scientific information 
about candidate and at-risk species and their habitat, implementing 
restoration actions that will lead to removing threats so as to preclude the 
need to list, help prevent extinction of a species, or aid in the recovery of a 
species. Projects that address species response to climate change will 
receive additional consideration. 

Due Date: 7/31/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding:  $1,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281344 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 

Program: Fiscal Year 2016 Recovery Implementation Fund 
Description: The overall goal of this Recovery Implementation funding opportunity is 

based on cooperative relationships with states, non-profit organizations, 
private landowners and those interested in habitat restoration or 
undertaking endangered and threatened species research, surveys and 
monitoring, or educational outreach efforts. Work may be done via 
cooperative agreement, grant agreement, project grants, or direct 
payment for specified use. This opportunity provides funds to accomplish 
high priority recovery tasks for high priority, FWS-managed, endangered 
and threatened species in the United States (based on our Species 
Recovery Priority System and Recovery Task Priority System), such that 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281179
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281344


known threats to the species may be reduced or eliminated. Projects for 
NMFS-managed species are not included in this funding opportunity. 

Due Date: 7/31/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $1,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281338 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
Bureau of Justice Assistance 

Program: Justice Reinvestment Initiative: Maximizing State Reforms 
Description: The goal of this program is to cement or amplify the goals of states’ justice 

reinvestment reform efforts, deepening their investment in and 
commitment to use of data-driven decisionmaking and evidence-based 
practices and programs. The objectives of the program are the following: 
Increase corrections costs saved or avoided by reducing unnecessary 
confinement,  Increase reinvestment in evidence-based practices that 
reduce recidivism, promote and increase collaboration and data sharing 
among agencies and officials who work in criminal justice that support 
justice reinvestment reform efforts, including state and local policymakers, 
law enforcement, prosecution, defense, pretrial, courts, probation, 
treatment, corrections, reentry, and parole, enhance the translation of 
evidence into practice by supporting the use of data analysis results to 
inform practice, procedure, and policy decisions and implement JRI 
legislative reforms in one or more local jurisdictions that are principal 
drivers of state and local corrections population growth. 

Due Date: 4/11/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $1,750,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281428 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: Research and Evaluation on Drugs and Crime 
Description: NIJ is seeking investigator-initiated proposals to conduct research that 

examines criminal justice tools, protocols, and policies concerning drug 
trafficking, markets and use, and the effects of drug legalization and 
decriminalization on law enforcement, applicable to State, tribal and local 
jurisdictions. Proposals must address one of two criminal justice activities: 
drug intelligence and community surveillance, or criminal investigation and 
prosecution. In addition, NIJ has identified three drug research priorities: 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281338
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281428


Marijuana and cannabis products; Heroin and other opioids (including 
diverted prescription drugs); and Novel psychoactive substances (also 
known as synthetic drugs). 

Due Date: 4/20/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $3,000,000 Award Ceiling: $3,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281358 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: Research on Bias Crimes 
Description: NIJ is seeking applications for research and evaluation related to the 

examination of bias crime perpetration and victimization. For this 
solicitation, NIJ is interested in a broad range of research that will address 
gaps in our ability to identify, assess, and understand the behavior of bias 
crime offenders and experiences of bias crime victims. The goal of the 
bias crime victimization program of research is to improve knowledge and 
understanding of bias crime victimization through science. NIJ strives to 
provide objective and independent knowledge and validated tools to 
reduce violence against victims of hate crime. The objectives of this 
solicitation are to fund high-quality research projects in the area of bias 
motivated crime. All grantees funded under this solicitation are expected 
to publish one or more peer-reviewed scientific journal articles, but may 
include law review journals, academic press books or book chapters. In 
addition to required data sets, interim and final progress and financial 
reports,6 NIJ expects scholarly products to result from each award under 
this solicitation, 

Due Date: 5/10/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $1,000,000 Award Ceiling: $1,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281482 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: NIJ FY16 Visiting Fellows Program 
Description: NIJ seeks proposals for important research work and scholarship as part 

of the 2016 NIJ Visiting Fellows Program. Awards made under the NIJ 
Visiting Fellows Program will bring leading researchers and others into 
residency at NIJ to make important scholarly contributions in their chosen 
fields of criminology or criminal justice research, and to work with the NIJ 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281358
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Director and staff to help shape the direction of NIJ's research programs. 
NIJ will recruit research fellows, who have backgrounds primarily in 
academic or research settings, and policy fellows, who have backgrounds 
working primarily in a criminal justice policy or practice setting. NIJ will 
also recruit partnership fellows, a research fellow and a policy fellow who 
will work together on a joint-research project. During their fellowship at 
NIJ, visiting fellows will work on a significant piece of scholarship that has 
the potential to advance significantly criminology or criminal justice 
research, such as a major capstone effort culminating a line of research or 
some work in a new area that has significant potential to transform our 
understanding of crime and justice in the United States. 

Due Date: 5/11/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $1,000,000 Award Ceiling: $1,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281510 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: Research and Evaluation on Institutional Corrections 
Description: The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) seeks innovative research proposals 

to empirically assess pressing issues in institutional corrections. Interested 
applicants should submit proposals that address any of the three 
categories below. NIJ anticipates that up to $8 million may become 
available for awards under this solicitation. 1. Advancing science: 
Responding to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Report, The 
Growth of Incarceration in the United States: Exploring Causes and 
Consequences.. Understanding the use of restrictive housing. a. An 
examination of the use of restrictive housing in state and/or federal 
prisons. b. Assessing the use of restrictive housing in jails. c. 
Understanding the impact of restrictive housing on the mental health of 
inmates and staff in prison and how working in restrictive housing varies 
from working in the general population. d. A review of step down programs 
available in restrictive housing environments in U.S. prisons and jails. 3. 
An examination of correctional officer safety and wellness: The impact of 
fatal and non-fatal work-related injuries on the corrections institution. 

Due Date: 05/17/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $8,000,000 Award Ceiling: $8,000,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281600 

 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281510
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281600


Agency: U.S. Department of Justice 
National Institute of Justice 

Program: Research and Evaluation in Support of the Recommendations of the 
President's Task Force on 21st Century Policing 

Description: NIJ seeks proposals to conduct research on policing to improve policing 
practices and public safety at the State, local, and tribal levels. In 2015, a 
task force was created by President Barack Obama to examine the 
current state of policing in the United States. In response to a number of 
high profile events across the nation involving the police, the panel 
provided recommendations on promising policing practices that police 
could adopt as effective crime fighting strategies that would also 
strengthen trust and confidence in the police among community residents 
that they serve. The panel identified a number of reforms or Âœpillars that 
were viewed as vital to improving current police practices. In response to 
the recommendations and action items proposed by the task force, NIJ is 
interested in research in the following topical areas: 1. Research and 
Evaluation of Strategies to Build and Strengthen Police-Community 
Relationships 2. Research and Evaluation of Police Training 3. Research 
and Evaluation on Officer Wellness and Safety 4. Research and 
Evaluation on Police Technology 5. Research on Crime Scene 
Investigations: Triaging Evidence 

Due Date: 05/17/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $6,500,000 Award Ceiling: $6,500,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281601 

 

Agency: National Endowment for the Arts 
Program: 2017 Mayor's Institute on City Design (MICD) 
Description: The purpose of this Program Solicitation is to select an organization 

(Cooperator) to administer the Mayors’ Institute on City Design (MICD), a 
program of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). MICD brings U.S. 
mayors together with design professionals in workshops to assist mayors 
with urban design challenges, to promote design excellence, and to 
enhance the livability of communities across the country. Since 1986, the 
MICD has helped transform communities through design by training more 
than 1,000 mayors to be the chief urban designers of their cities. MICD 
achieves its mission by organizing sessions where mayors engage with 
leading design experts to find solutions to the most critical urban design 
challenges facing their cities. Institutes are organized around case-study 
problems in closed-door sessions. Each mayor presents a problem from 
his or her city and receives feedback from other mayors and design 
experts. Every year, the MICD hosts at least six institutes held throughout 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281601


the country. Each 2½-day institute is limited to fewer than twenty 
participants consisting of two equal cohorts: mayors and a resource team 
of city design and development professionals. Mayors present a case 
study that might include a range of challenges, such as waterfront 
redevelopment, downtown revitalization, transportation planning, and the 
design of new public buildings such as libraries and arts centers. 
Following each presentation, mayors and the resource team identify 
important issues, offer suggestions, and discuss potential solutions. The 
National Endowment for the Arts will provide general guidance and 
financial support for the MICD through this Cooperative Agreement.  

Due Date: 3/29/2016 

Funding: Award Ceiling: $450,000 Award Floor: $450,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281199 

 
Agency: National Endowment for the Arts 

 
Program: 2017 National Heritage Fellowships Awards Program 
Description: The purpose of this Program Solicitation is to select an organization to 

assist the National Endowment for the Arts with the 2017 National 
Heritage Fellowships Awards program by coordinating a concert, 
ceremony and reception, awardee dinner, and associated events. Each 
year, the National Endowment for the Arts awards a limited number of 
lifetime honors to individuals in recognition of their outstanding 
contributions to our nation’s artistic heritage. One of these programs, the 
NEA National Heritage Fellowship Awards, pays tribute and draws public 
attention to the excellence and diversity of our nation’s folk and traditional 
arts. The one-time-only awards go to significant traditional artists from 
across the country in recognition of their contributions to a particular 
traditional art form and to the American public through their artistic work. 
Since 1982, new awardees have travelled to Washington, DC to receive 
our nation’s highest honor in this field in a public ceremony and perform in 
a concert. Through this Program Solicitation, the National Endowment for 
the Arts seeks a Cooperator to assist in the production and execution of 
the award program’s public events including bringing the recipients to 
Washington, DC and coordinating the various events surrounding the 
official presentation of the 2017 National Heritage Fellowship awards. 

Due Date: 4/5/2016 

Funding: Award Ceiling: $310,000 Award Floor: $310,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281176 

 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281199
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Agency: National Endowment For The Humanities 
 

Program: Institutes for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities 
Description: These NEH grants support national or regional (multistate) training 

programs for scholars and advanced graduate students to broaden and 
extend their knowledge of digital humanities. Through these programs, 
NEH seeks to increase the number of humanities scholars using digital 
technology in their research and to broadly disseminate knowledge about 
advanced technology tools and methodologies relevant to the humanities. 
The projects may be a single opportunity or offered multiple times to 
different audiences. Institutes may be as short as a few days and held at 
multiple locations or as long as six weeks at a single site. For example, 
training opportunities could be offered before or after regularly occurring 
scholarly meetings, during the summer months, or during appropriate 
times of the academic year. The duration of a program should allow for full 
and thorough treatment of the topic. Today, complex data—its form, 
manipulation, and interpretation—are as important to humanities study as 
more traditional research materials. Datasets, for example, may represent 
digitized historical records, high-quality image data, or even multimedia 
collections, all of which are increasing in number due to the availability 
and affordability of mass data storage devices and international initiatives 
to create digital content. Moreover, extensive networking capabilities, 
sophisticated analytical tools, and new collaboration platforms are 
simultaneously providing and improving interactive access to and analysis 
of these data as well as a multitude of other resources. The Institutes for 
Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities program seeks to enable 
humanities scholars in the United States to incorporate advances like 
these into their scholarship and teaching. 

Due Date: 3/15/2016 

Funding: Award Ceiling: $250,000 Award Floor: $50,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281355 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
 

Program: Cybersecurity Innovation for Cyberinfrastructure 
Description: Advancements in data-driven scientific research depend on trustworthy 

and reliable cyberinfrastructure.Researchers rely on a variety of 
networked technologies and software tools to achieve their scientific 
goals. These may include local or remote instruments, wireless sensors, 
software programs, operating systems, database servers, high-
performance computing, large-scale storage, and other critical 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281355


infrastructure connected by high-speed networking. This complex, 
distributed, interconnected global cyberinfrastructure ecosystem presents 
unique cybersecurity challenges. NSF-funded scientific instruments, 
sensors and equipment are specialized, highly-visible assets that present 
attractive targets for both unintentional errorsand malicious activity; 
untrustworthy software or a loss of integrity of the data collected by a 
scientific instrument may mean corrupt, skewed or incomplete results. 
Furthermore, often data-driven research, e.g., in the medical field or in the 
social sciences, requires access to private information, and exposure of 
such data may cause financial, reputational and/or other damage. 
Therefore, an increasing area of focus for NSF is the development and 
deployment of hardware and software technologies and techniques to 
protect research cyberinfrastructure across every stage of the scientific 
workflow. 

Due Date: 04/19/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $7,000,000 Award Ceiling: $1,000,000 Award   
Floor: $500,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281084 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
 

Program: Antarctic Research 
Description: The National Science Foundation's Antarctic Sciences Section (ANT), 

Division of Polar Programs (PLR), fosters research on globally and 
regionally important scientific problems. In particular, the Antarctic 
Sciences Section supports research that expands fundamental knowledge 
of the region as well as research that relies on the unique characteristics 
of the Antarctic continent as a platform from which to support research. 
Antarctic fieldwork will be supported for research that can only be 
performed or is best performed in Antarctica. The Antarctic Sciences 
Section strongly encourages research using existing samples, models, 
and data as well as research at the intersection between disciplines. 

Due Date: 05/16/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $55,000,000 Award Ceiling: $300,000 Award 
Floor: $150,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281576 

 

Agency: U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281084
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Program: Countering Violent Extremism and Interfaith Programming in Tanzania 
Description: DRL’s goal is to mitigate tensions between communities and address 

drivers of marginalization that exacerbate religious tensions and may 
contribute to conditions that could lead to violent extremism in Tanzania.  
Proposals should address and mitigate community tensions, religious or 
otherwise, and address the drivers of marginalization especially with 
regards to countering violent extremism. The program approach should 
seek a durable political process as a solution, including, but not limited to:  
(1) support at the civil society level including religious leaders and youth 
on ways to bring together diverse constituencies to promote messages of 
peace, coexistence, and (2) assisting the implementation of legislation that 
promotes tolerance and religious diversity. 

Due Date: 3/29/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $600,000 Award Ceiling: $600,000 Award Floor: 
$300,000 

Website: http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281458 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Cyberlearning and Future Learning Technologies 
Description: The purpose of the Cyberlearning and Future Learning Technologies 

program is to integrate opportunities offered by emerging technologies 
with advances in what is  known about how people learn to advance three 
interconnected thrusts: innovation; advancing understanding of how 
people learn in technology-rich learning environments; and promoting 
broad use and transferability of new genres. The intention of this    
program is to advance technologies that specifically focus on the 
experiences of learners; innovations that simply focus on making teaching 
easier will not be funded. Proposals that focus on teachers or facilitators 
as learners are invited; the aim in these proposals should be to help 
teachers and facilitators learn to make the learning experiences of 
learners more effective. Proposals are expected to address all three of   
the program's thrusts. Of particular interest are technological advances 
that (1) foster deep understanding of content coordinated with masterful 
learning of practices and skills; (2) draw in and encourage learning among 
populations not served well by current educational practices; and/or (3) 
provide new ways of assessing understanding, engagement, and  
capabilities of learners. It is expected that research funded by this   
program will shed light on how technology can enable new forms of 
educational practice. This program does not support proposals that aim 
simply to implement and evaluate a particular software application or 
technology in support of a specific course. Awards will be made in three 
research categories, each focusing on a different stage of   research and 

http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=281458


development: Exploration (EXP), Design and Implementation (DIP), and   
Integration (INT). The program will also support small Capacity-Building 
Projects (CAP). 

Due Date: 03/25/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $18,000,000 

Website: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504984 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: EarthCube: Developing a Community-Driven Data and Knowledge 

Environment for the Geosciences 
Description: EarthCube is a community-driven activity sponsored through a partnership 

between the NSF Directorate for Geosciences (GEO) and the Directorate 
for Computer & Information Science & Engineering (CISE) Division of 
Advanced Cyberinfrastructure (ACI) to transform research in the academic 
geosciences community. EarthCube aims to create a well-connected and 
facile environment to share data and knowledge in an open, transparent, 
and inclusive manner, thus accelerating our ability to understand and   
predict the Earth system. Achieving EarthCube will require a long-term 
dialog between NSF and the interested scientific communities to develop 
cyberinfrastructure that is thoughtfully and systematically built to meet the 
current and future requirements of geoscientists. New avenues will be 
supported to gather community requirements and priorities for the 
elements of EarthCube, and to capture the best technologies to meet   
these current and future needs. The EarthCube 1 portfolio will consist of 
interconnected   projects and activities that engage the geosciences, 
cyberinfrastructure, computer science, and associated communities. The 
portfolio of activities and funding opportunities will evolve over time 
depending on the status of the EarthCube effort and the scientific and 
cultural needs of the geosciences community. This umbrella solicitation for 
EarthCube allows funding opportunities to be flexible and responsive to   
emerging needs and collaborative processes. 

Due Date: 03/24/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $13,000,000 

Website: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504780 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: NSF Scholarships in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

Program (S-STEM) 

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504984
http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=504780


Description: The National Science Foundation (NSF) Scholarships in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (S-STEM) program addresses 
the need for a high quality STEM workforce in STEM disciplines supported 
by the program and for the increased success of low income academically 
talented students with demonstrated financial need who are pursuing 
associate, baccalaureate, or graduate degrees in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics (STEM). Recognizing that financial   aid 
alone cannot increase retention and graduation in STEM, the program 
provides   awards to Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) to fund 
scholarships and to advance   the adaptation, implementation, and study 
of effective evidence-based curricular and   co-curricular activities that 
support recruitment, retention, transfer (if appropriate), student success, 
academic/career pathways, and graduation in STEM. The S-STEM   
program encourages collaborations among different types of partners: 
Partnerships among different types of institutions; collaborations of STEM 
faculty and institutional, educational, and social science researchers; and 
partnerships among institutions of  higher education and local business 
and industry, if appropriate. The program seeks:1) to increase the number 
of low-income academically talented students with demonstrated financial 
need obtaining degrees in STEM and entering the workforce or  graduate 
programs in STEM; 2) to improve the education of future scientists, 
engineers, and technicians, with a focus on academically talented 
lowincome students; and 3) to generate knowledge to advance 
understanding of how factors or evidence-based curricular and co-
curricular activities affect the success, retention, transfer,  
academic/career pathways, and graduation in STEM of low-income 
students. The S-STEM program particularly encourages proposals from 2-
year institutions, Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs), Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs), 
tribal colleges, and urban public and rural institutions. 

Due Date: 03/16/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: See announcement 

Website: https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5257 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Innovation Corps - Nodes Program (I-Corps Nodes) 
Description: The National Science Foundation (NSF) seeks to further develop and 

nurture a national   innovation ecosystem that builds upon) to further 
support   the needs for innovation research, education and training. NSF is 
seeking to expand and sustain the network of I-Corps Nodes that work 
cooperatively to support the development of innovations that will benefit 
society. The interconnected nodes of the network are expected to be 

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5257


diverse in research areas, resources, toolsfundamental research to guide 
the output of scientific discoveries closer to the development of 
technologies, products, processes and services that benefit society. The 
goal of the program is to dramatically reduce the period of time necessary 
to bring a promising idea from its inception to widespread  implementation. 
Through this solicitation, NSF plans to build upon the established   
National Innovation Network (consisting of ICorps Nodes and Sites, 
programs, capabilities, and geographic locations - providing the network 
with the flexibility to grow or reconfigure as needs arise. I-Corps Nodes will 
foster understanding on how to: 1)   identify, develop and support 
promising ideas that can generate value, 2) create and   implement tools, 
resources and training activities that enhance our nation's innovation   
capacity, 3) gather, analyze, evaluate and utilize the data and insight 
resulting from the experiences of those participating in regional programs 
and 4) share and leverage effective innovation practices on a national 
scale - to improve the quality of life for the U.S. citizenry. In addition, 
Nodes must identify and are expected to implement plans for sustainable 
scaling of their efforts beyond the duration of NSF support. 

Due Date: 03/10/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: $8,500,000 

Website: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16539/nsf16539.htm 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: Historically Black Colleges and Universities - Undergraduate Program 

(HBCU-UP) 
Description: Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) have awarded a 

large share of   bachelor's degrees to African American students in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), and nine of 
the top ten baccalaureate institutions of African American STEM doctorate 
recipients from 2008-2012 are HBCUs.[1] In 2012, 8.5% of black 
undergraduates attended HBCUs,[2] and HBCUs awarded 16.7% of the    
bachelor's degrees and 17.8% of the S&E bachelor's degrees to black 
students that   year.[1] To meet the nation's accelerating demands for 
STEM talent, more rapid gains in achievement and successful degree 
completion in STEM for underrepresented minority populations are 
needed. The Historically Black Colleges and Universities     
Undergraduate Program (HBCU-UP) is committed to enhancing the 
quality of undergraduate STEM education and research at HBCUs as a 
means to broaden participation in the nation's STEM workforce. To this 
end, HBCU-UP provides awards to develop, implement, and study 
evidence-based innovative models and approaches for improving the 
preparation and success of HBCU undergraduate students so that they   

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16539/nsf16539.htm


may pursue STEM graduate programs and/or careers. Support is 
available for Targeted Infusion Projects, Broadening Participation 
Research Projects, Research Initiation Awards, Implementation Projects, 
Achieving Competitive Excellence Implementation Projects, and 
Broadening Participation Research Centers; as well as other funding   
opportunities. 

Due Date: 03/21/2016 

Funding: Total Program Funding: See announcement 

Website: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5481 

 

Agency: National Science Foundation 
Program: National Robotics Initiative (NRI) 
Description: The goal of the National Robotics Initiative is to accelerate the 

development and use of robots in the United States that work beside or 
cooperatively with people. Innovative robotics research and applications 
emphasizing the realization of such co-robots working in symbiotic 
relationships with human partners is supported by multiple agencies of the 
federal government including the National Science Foundation (NSF),   
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH), the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), and the U.S. Department of Defense 
(DOD). The purpose of this program is to support the development of this 
next generation of robotics, to advance the capability and usability of such 
systems and artifacts, and to encourage existing and   new communities 
to focus on innovative application areas. It will address the entire lifecycle 
from fundamental research and development to manufacturing and 
deployment. Questions concerning a particular project's focus, direction 
and relevance to a participating funding organization should be addressed 
to that agency’s point of contact listed in section VIII of this solicitation. 
Methods for the establishment and    infusion of robotics in educational 
curricula and research to gain a better understanding of the long-term 
social, behavioral and economic implications of co-robots across all   
areas of human activity are important parts of this initiative. Collaboration 
between academic, industry, non-profit and other organizations is strongly 
encouraged to establish better linkages between fundamental science and 
technology development, deployment and use. Only one class of 
proposals will be considered in response to this  solicitation; there will not 
be separate competitions for small, medium, and large proposals. Please 
refer to section III of this solicitation for budget size information. 

Due Date: 03/07/2016 and 01/12/2017 

Funding: Total Program Funding: See announcement  

http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5481


Website: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16517/nsf16517.htm 

 

 

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16517/nsf16517.htm

